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Box No. I Basis ot the opinion ^ , 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table (s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of fflingyfumishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the International application in computer readable fonn. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 



3 □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andtor table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Box No. H Priority 



1 □ The validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the International Searching Author!^ 

does not have in Its possession a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed or, where 

i^qmred^'a translairbrTdnhat ear!rerapplicatioh:n"ms opifTian has rTevertheress been-established on the 

assumption that the relevant date (Rules 43ib/s.1 and 64.1) is the claimed priority date. 

2 S This opin ton has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found Invalid (Rules 43^/s-1 and 64.1 ). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment o1 opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial 
applicability ._ : 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
la claims Nos. 1 6, 20, 22, 24 
because: 

□ the said intemationai application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particufar eiements below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

El no intemationai search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 

16,20,22,24 

□ the nucleotide andAjr amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written fonn □ has not been furnished 



□ the tables related to the nucleotide andbr amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instmctions. 

□ See separate sheet for further details 



does not comply with the standard 



the computer readable form 



has not been fumished 



does not comply with the standard 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43/}/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statenfient 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 2-15,17-19 

No: Claims 1,21,23,25-28 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 2-15.17-19 

No: Claims 1.21,23,25-28 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-15,17-19,21.23.25-28 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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2 



3 



Reference is made to the following documents: 

01 : US 5 435 657 A (SUN RICKSON ET AL) 25 July 1 995 (1 995-07-25) 

D2 : US 2002/031388 A1 (PALMER MATHEW RICHARD ET AL) 14 March 2002 

(2002-03-14) 

D4: US-B1 -6 522 349 (LEE YEN-CHI) 18 February 2003 (2003-02-1 8) 
INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
A tape printer comprising a housing and a printhead (248) having a line of printing 
elements thereon, wherein said printer comprises at least one cassette receiving 
portion (13) in said housing, such that the cassette is receivable in a direction (see 
figure 1) which is substantially perpendicular to the line of printing elements on the 
printhead when in printing position. 
The subject matter of claim 1 is therefor not new. 

INDEPENDENT CLAIM 21 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 21 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D4 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
An Ink ribbon cassette (52) comprising a body haying an ink ribbon supply spool 
and an ink ribbon take up spool and a member connecting the two portions (see 
figure 7 and 9), wherein an opening is provided over the entire width of the cassette 
(see figure 7), said cassette further comprising a gear (see figure 8) coupled to said 
spool for coupling with a drive gear in a tape printer. 
The subject matter of claim 21 is therefor not new. 



INDEPENDENT CLAIM 23 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
subject-matter of claim 23 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) POT. 
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Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
A method of loading a tape cassette (12) into a printer (10), comprising a printhead 
(248). said method comprising inserting said cassette In a direction (see figure 1) 
which is perpendicular to the line of printing elements on the head when in printing 



position. 



5 INDEPENDENT C1_AIM 25 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 25 Is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
A tape cassette having a body with a guide member (see figure 1 , bottom part at 
reference sign 24) on each two opposite sides extending along said sides in a second 
direction for locating the cassette in the tape printer. 
The subject matter of claim 25 is therefor not new. 
Moreover, Document D2 also discloses all technical features of claim 25. 

6 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 26-28 

Dependent claims 26-28 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 

respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 
Claims 26-28 are disclosed in D1 , claims 26-27 are disclosed in D2. 

7 CLAIMS 16.20. 22, 24 

Claims 1 6,20,22 and 23 contain references to figures of the application. This is not 
allowed according to Rule 6.2 (a) of the PCT. 

8 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 17 and DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-1 5, 17-19 

The combination of the features of dependent claims 2-1 5. 1 7-1 9 are neither known 
from, nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art. The reasons are as follows: 

: -Ne doeument shows the-combioation of technical featu res .fram.the abciye.nientioned 

claims. 
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